LLANTYSILIO COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD 1st DECEMBER 2025
AT THE CONQUERING HERO COMMUNITY CENTRE 
PRESENT
Chairman:  M. Smith 
Councillors:  P. Davies, R. Cragg, J. Evans, R. Hughes, Arfon Jones, Ashley Jones, County Cllr. K. Edwards and the Clerk. 

APOLOGIES
Cllr. J. Pickett, D. Walton, County Cllr. P. Keddy.

25/4423 DECLARATION OF INTEREST
There were no Declarations of Interest.

25/4424 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
· Some of the cattle grids along the Horseshoe Pass have now been cleared, and the bollards are to be re-installed.

· County Cllr. K. Edwards requests that Llantysilio Community Council compiles a list of roads that need attention.
Action: Councillors to email County Cllr. K. Edwards with details of any roads / road -based issues that need attention.

· County Cllr. K. Edwards suggested that Llantysilio Community Council should have a representative in the Dee Partnership Group, which meets every 2-3 months. It was proposed that Cllr. R. Cragg should represent Llantysilio Community Council:

Proposed by Cllr. Arfon Jones
Seconded by Cllr. M. Smith
Cllr. R. Cragg agreed to represent the Council in the Dee Partnership Group.

Action: Clerk to message Huw Evans, Chair of the Dee Partnership Group to share this proposal.

25/4425 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes were approved as a correct record.
Proposed by Cllr. R. Cragg
Seconded by Cllr. J. Evans



25/4426 MATTERS ARISING THEREFROM
Rhun Jones, Senior Ranger for Clwydian Range & Dee Valley, has agreed to attend the council meeting on February 2nd, 2025.

25/4427 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Accounts for payment.
No extraordinary payments to report.

b) To approve the Monthly Budget.
The Budget was approved as a correct record.

c) Other financial matters.
i) In line with the Financial Committee’s proposal, and taking into account the three year projected Budget to 2029, it was agreed to raise the Precept by £540.00. This was agreed by all members present. The annual Precept for 2026/2027 will therefore be £13,260. (2025/2026 - £12,720.00).

To reach this conclusion the Council considered the following: -
a. Cemetery
The cost of maintaining the Cemetery varies each year depending on the weather. There is  an ongoing cost associated with maintaining some of the headstones and the perimeter fence. This is in addition to general maintenance, grass cutting and annual insurance etc. However, these issues were accounted for in the 2025-26 budget, therefore the figure for 2026-27 remains unchanged.
(2025/26 - £2,600.00 -  2026/27 - £2,600.00).
b. Administration
As the Council has increasingly introduced digital means of administration, such as online banking, admin costs have fallen significantly, which has been reflected in a decrease of £350.
(2025/26 - £600.00 -  2026/27 £250.00).
Clerk’s Allowance 
The working from home allowance of £35.00 per month is the basic allowance as agreed by NALC and is payment for the use of the clerk’s home, electricity and room hire. The Clerk’s allowance will be £26.00 per month going forward, but the Clerk will also be paid mileage at £0.45/mile for attendance at council meetings. The budget is unchanged at £420.00.
c. Clerk’s Salary
The National Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks agreed a 3.2% rise beginning from the 1st April 2025 for all Council Clerks and office staff. The Clerk’s hourly rate on SCP 15 is currently £15.56/hour and will rise annually by one point with further rises based on gaining qualifications etc. The Clerk has attained the ILCA qualification this year.
Therefore the 2026/27 Budget shows an increase of £400.
(2025/26 - £5,700 – 2026/27 - £6,100.00).
d. Website
It is a statutory requirement that the Council produces a website. Charges for 2025-26 at £348 was below the budget of £375.00. Allowing for inflation the Council has budgeted for a small increase in this year’s cost, but £5.00 below last year’s budget.
(2025/26 - £375.00 – 2026/27 - £370.00)
e. Room hire
The Council holds its meetings in the two community centres, the Conquering Hero and Pentredŵr CC, five monthly meetings in each. Since the 2025-26 budget was set, room charges have increased from £200 to £300.
(2024/25 - £200.00 – 2025/26 - £300.00).

f. Garage, seats and notice boards
Maintenance work was carried out in July 2024 so it’s anticipated that the cost for the new financial year will be minimal. This is to remain at £500.
(2025/26 - £500.00 – 2025/26 - £500.00)
g. Annual Audit
This rises annually due to inflation. The Council is due a full audit for the current financial year. The Council has estimated accordingly. 
(2025/26 - £400.00 – 2025/26 - £475.00)
h. Insurance
This rises annually. Insurance costs have increased by £220 p.a. to include cover for the Chain of Office. The Council has estimated accordingly.
(2024/25 - £1,200.00 – 2025/26 - £1,450.00).
i. Subscriptions
To remain as the last financial year.
(2025/26 - £150.00 – 2026/27 - £150.00).
j. Donations [137 payments]
To remain unchanged, and far below statutory limit 339 electors @ £11.10
(2025/26 - £200.00 – 2026/27 - £200.00).
k. Reserves
The Council agreed to hold an annual reserve of £6000, in line with agreed good practice of approximately 50% of precept..
Resolved – as proposed by Cllr. R. Cragg as Chairman of the Financial Committee, to raise the Precept by £540.00 as shown above. Unanimously agreed by the Council.

ii) It was proposed by Cllr. P Davies, and seconded by Cllr. R. Cragg that the Clerk’s allowance should be £26.00 per month but that the Clerk should be reimbursed at £0.45/ mile for all travelling expenses to Council meetings. Unanimously agreed by the Council.

25/4428 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman had nothing to report.


25/4429 PLANNING MATTERS
There were no planning matters.

25/4430 CEMETERY
The issue was raised about insurance cover, including public liability, for fallen trees and grave stones in the Cemetery. 

Action: Clerk to check cover details with insurance company, and to contact Llangollen Town Council to enquire who they used to carry out tree surveys.
 
25/4431 COMMUNITY PROBLEMS
· A gulley emptier , road sweeper and side plough are needed from Llantysilio to the top of Hafod y Rhysg: 
What3Words: ///prone.consoled.potential to ///sunflower.bandwagon.caused

· Yew tree opposite Horseshoe Falls needs attention.
What3Words: ///welcome.encoding.forget

· Corner on road heading in to Pentredŵr is dangerous, with overhanging branches and slippery due to leaves on road.
What3Words: ///beauty.strictly.towns

· There has been a landslide below the road at Tan Y Fron that requires attention.
· There has been a ramp in the road for a number of years that still has not been attended at: What3Words: ///absorbing.skater.compound

25/4432 NATIONAL PARK PROPOSAL
The National Park consultation finishes on December 8th. Both Denbighshire and Flintshire County Councils oppose the National Park proposal. Wrexham and Powys will both declare shortly. The issue will now have to go to an enquiry.

25/4433 SITING OF DEFIBRILLATORS
Cllr R. Cragg noted that the listed siting of some of the defibrillators was not precise. 
Action: Cllr. R. Cragg to update with accurate information. The Clerk will then upload this information on to the Council’s website. 

Wide discussion about whether the Council should invest in signage sharing location information for the defibrillators? Images of examples were shown of aluminium signs. The value of waterproof stickers or laminated signs were also discussed as being more flexible options. Also issue of where should any such signs be located?
Action: Cllr R. Cragg to research costs of aluminium signs. Issue to be discussed further at next meeting. Possibility of a further defibrillator near Horseshoe Falls to be raised with Rhun Jones at next meeting. 

25/4434 COUNCILLORS REPORT
Thanks were extended to Cllr. J. Evans for representing Llantysilio Community Council at the Remembrance Service.

25/4435 CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk noted that the Clocaenog Wind Farm Grant has been completed and submitted.

25/4436 CORRESPONDENCE
Relevant emails forwarded to members.

25/4437 MATTERS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· Siting of and signs for defibrillators.
· Tree survey at Cemetery.

There being no other business the Chairman declared the Meeting closed.
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